To: Nicole Banks, Luis Perez DeMorizi, Gregory Mellett, Robin McLaughlin;
Parks, Recreation & Culture, City of Newton

From: Lisa Dady, Director, Historic Newton

cc: Laura Foote

Date: August 5, 2022

Re:  Waban: Historic Interpretive Signs

Historic Newton has been working with community members in Waban on the outdoor
educational sign project since we submitted this memo/application to you in February.
Since then, we have revised the credit area of the sign and slightly revised text and
images, which is visible on the new drafts (PDFs attached). We also adjusted how the
signs will be paid for. (Donors and community groups have and will cover the costs of
development, design, and fabrication while Historic Newton is still committed to
paying for installation costs (and coordinating the installation with P,R,C).

This memo and the attached PDFs represent Historic Newton’s application to the Parks
Commission for permission to the install the signs. The PDFS represent the FINAL
proposed designs. We hope that this application will be considered at the September
meeting.

Thank you for your consideration. | can be reached for questions at
Idady@newtonma.gov or 617-796-1451.

To: Nicole Banks, Luis Perez DeMorizi, Gregory Mellett, Robin McLaughlin;
Parks, Recreation & Culture, City of Newton
From: Lisa Dady, Director, Historic Newton

cc: Waban signs working group (Laura Foote (project coordinator), Chris Pitts, Barbara
Brustowicz, Sachiko Isihara, Rena Getz, Sallee Lipshutz)

Date: February 27, 2022

Re: Waban: Historic Interpretive Signs

Historic Newton is proposing to install two different outdoor interpretive signs next to
sidewalk locations in the village center of Waban. The signs represent a new way to
connect with people outdoors, offering a colorful focal point to reach passers-by,
families, and shoppers where they are. People will be able to learn about the history of
their neighborhood, notice the architecture around them, and find out about people
who lived here. The hope is that they will connect more with their neighborhood and
be curious to find out more.


mailto:ldady@newtonma.gov

The Waban signs were prepared with input from many residents, including members of the
Waban Area Council, the Waban Improvement Society, Waban Common Inc., and
neighborhood churches. Historic Newton provided research, images, and guidance on
content.

Historic Newton is developing a comprehensive plan for a series of future outdoor
interpretive signs in roughly 20 locations around Newton. Like the proposed Waban
signs, future signs will serve Historic Newton’s mission to connect our community with
its history in order to enrich future generations.

Content of signs:

The Waban signs will combine narrative and maps with historic and contemporary
photographs. The signs will have a URL and a QR code to access more information, via
more detailed articles and background information on Historic Newton’s website.

The versions of the signs shown with this note are advanced drafts incorporating
several iterations of review in the community. They are still subject to some fine-tuning
and Historic Newton’s final sign-off. We look forward to sharing the latest versions at
our March meeting with you. The sign content will be finalized before the Parks and
Recreation Commission’s April meeting.

Mission:
This proposal fits with several City-wide goals in the master Arts & Culture Plan,
including:

Promote art and community-building activity in the villages
Highlight the unique qualities of neighborhoods
Encourage community use of public spaces

Provide family-friendly learning opportunities

Foster grass-roots initiatives

Process:

An initial brainstorming session, about city-wide outdoor signage, with Bob DeRubuis,
Lisa Dady, Anne Larner, and Katy Hax Holmes took place in mid-2019. Signs similar to
the proposed Waban signs were installed in West Newton Square (2020) and at the
Hyde Center in Newton Highlands (2021), also on a pilot basis. Responses to those
pilot signs in the community have been very positive.

Waban neighbors have been working together on content and placement of the two
signs since April 2021. They determined that separate signs in two locations about two
blocks apart were needed, highlighting different themes and places. The working
group includes officers and members from the Waban Area Council, the Waban
Improvement Society and Waban Common Inc. The project coordinator is a community
volunteer.

Historic Newton has provided expertise and guidance on content and access to images
from its archives. Volunteer photographers have also contributed time and talent.



Costs and specifications

The costs of design and fabrication will be covered by Historic Newton, along with
donations from community members and others. We will coordinate with the
Department of Parks and Recreation as appropriate on installation and maintenance of
the signs. Signs will be City-owned, with Historic Newton responsible for the panels
themselves (text and images, future reprinting to replace worn or illegible panels or to
incorporate any needed updates or corrections), and the Department of Parks and
Recreation maintaining the physical structures (exhibit bases and posts) and the
surrounding landscape.

The fabricator, Pannier Graphics, is experienced in supplying long-lasting outdoor
exhibit signs for the National Park Service (NPS) throughout the country. Signs are built
to high-quality NPS specifications. The weight of each sign including the posts is about
50 pounds. The estimated cost per sign paid to the vendor will be approximately
$1100. The sign panels can be replaced independently of the frame and posts, should
the need arise in the future.

e - $330 - Fabrication of 36” w x 24” h x 0.90 Fiberglass Embedded (FE) panel.
Matte finish.

e - $620 - Rust-free aluminum cantilevered exhibit base for FE panel with two 2”
x 4” posts measuring 60” long in powder coated textured black finish

e - $150 - Shipment & delivery - forklift truck required for unloading crate

Additional costs of preparing the signs, which have already been covered by individual
donors and community organizations, include professional fees for graphic design,
expenses to access images, and printing of draft posters for review and discussion.

Locations

Proposed locations are based on pedestrian flow and visibility of buildings mentioned
in the narrative and photos. These have been reviewed with Luis and Gregory in a site
meeting on February 2. See maps on following pages.

We look forward to collaborating on this initiative. Please do not hesitate to contact me
regarding any questions or follow-up steps. Thank you for your consideration.
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Photos above: Interpretive signs in West Newton (2020) and Newton Highlands (2022).

Waban: Locations for 2 Village History Signs
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e VILLAGE of WABAN — =

How families have shaped this community

“TECE CMARLES RIVER,

WITH ITS CRYSTAL CURRENTS,
WINDS AROUND THE
TRANQUIL REACH EETWEEN THE
UPPER AND LOWER FALLS,

AMID THE MOST IDYLLIC RURAL SCENERY."
— M.F. SWEETSER, 188%
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EMERGENCE OF THE YILLAGE

Tha Charlos River area provided frultful
fishing and hunting for Indigenous people
In this reglon. The Massachusett peopla
callad the river Guinadbequin, meaning
“rmeandari Now Guinobaquin Road runs
atongside the Charkas River at the soutiwast

adge of the villaga.

By the carly 12005, several large family tarms
ware astablished hore. Those tamily namas
becama strest names: Colling, Wyrman and
Moffat. Mors than 50 acres wers set asida by
the town for an 3imshouse and “poce fam,"
2 place for Indigent pacple to live and work.

Runring baneath whore you are standing,

o

tha Cochituate Aquaduct (1848) camled Soart hip e e G
‘watter from Natick to the Chastrat Hill

ESTABU SHING HOUSE 5 OF WORSHIP

As more tamilies sattied hare, they bult
places of worship that becams signature
bulldings In the wiilage.

Local architect Willlam Goodwin designed
the Parlsh of the Good Shephard (1896),
Incorporating fhldstone walls and Gothl
arched windows. This church joined the
Epizcopal Dlocese,

Ancrrdenominational Protastant
congregation formad to buld the Unicn
Church (1912). Architect James H. Ritchis,
who trained In Scotland, designad Its tall

REMEMBERING A LOCAL HERO

Mombers of tha Angler amily wera parishioners

at the Good Shapherd church. Albert Angler kift
Harvard College to sarve In World War I. Lt Anger
showad great courage on the battioflald In France,
dying at 3go 21, just two months befors the
Armistice. Mora than 100 Newtonlans gave thelr
1has In that war.

Named to honer his memory, the first Angler
School opaned in 1921. Tha current bullding first
weokomad studants In 2016.

IMPROVEMENTS LED BY
THE COMMUNITY

Wabanites frequently band
together to enhance Wiaga life.
In 2018, undsr tha Clty's Adopt-

Razervolr. This massive civil works project
suppliad water to Boston for 3 century.

Space program, tamilks and
busineszas joined to trarsform
ey e two trafic Isdands Into this park,
Prpe— carstully presseving the cld
o3k tree bohind you Waban
Common inc. conthues to
staward this graon space.

2pire to be vigble trom afar.

Wath the opening of rall service In the 1880z,
this pastoral hamiot avoived rapidly Into 3
thriving suburban wilage.
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WABAN WEST —to be located on Waban Common
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Sutmilssion to Newton Parks, Recrastion & Culture

e VILLAGE o WABAN — 5%

A farming area transitions to a community crossroads

This village is named for Waban, a17th
century leader of the Massachusett people.
His ancestars had lived in this region long
before the arrival of European settlers.
In 1886, William Strong, a prominent
community keader, proposed the name
Waban for this village.
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EVOLUTION OF A FARMHOUSE CULTURAL LIFE AND OPEN SPACES

h colonists John and Mary a - )98, sockl clubs combined
Craft Stapkas bullt thelr famhouss on what . - N | + o oftorts to bulkd 3 Qraftaman-style
15 now the corner of Baacon Strest and 2 (- L clubhouss, now the Windsor Chub,
Vindzor Road. A w by trado, Jobn : i
Stapks also sorved as schocimastar, town I R AL 2 SR g Mo
clork, and deacon. . . burgeonad in the LS & tha early
19005 Rasidents jolned togethar
11828 to dorate knd and ke
8 funds to buld the Waban Library.
Mary Strong, who axpanded the A ¥ EARLY INFRASTRUCTURE IN WABAN Dr. Farmy HcGes, 3 qualified
nurseries. Later they subdivdad thelr ‘ e i S o e physictan, ssred 35 the kong-
1and, opaning up fots for naw familios. R e et standing Mitage Ibrartan,
The crignal farmhouse D e, The orignal station (since demolishad) iy Open spaca became a pricrtty.
continues to be. i was ona of a saries designad by ranownad N the 19505, taxtiis Industrialist
adaptad for new uses ; Waban-based architect, Lav B ‘Warren Lincol champlonsd
In the community . who worked for HH. Richards the purchase of land bahind the
Windsor Ciub to remain open in

o sparked rapld growth. The vilage perpetulty as 3 park.
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WABAN EAST - to be located on landscaped area near corner of Beacon & Woodward



