
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 
CITY OF NEWTON 

Massachusetts 
 

 
 
DATE:  October 14, 2022 
 
TO:  Land Use Committee of the City Council 
 
FROM:  Barney S. Heath, Director of Planning and Development  
  Katie Whewell, Chief Planner for Current Planning 
 
SUBJECT: #317-19, 67 Walnut Street Consistency Request  
 
 

Special Permit #317-19, approved December 2019, consisted of three single family attached dwellings 
as well as relief to reduce the setback requirement, to reduce the lot area per unit requirement, to 
allow a driveway within ten feet of the side lot line, and to allow retaining walls within the setbacks.  
At the time of approval and building permit, approved retaining walls exceeding four feet were shown 
in the side setback.  The front of the site consisted of lawn area with an upwards slope of 
approximately six feet from the southeast corner of the lot to Unit 1’s front porch. 

In August 2022, Planning Staff observed a retaining wall along the frontage of the site.  This wall was 
not shown on the approved plans nor building permit plans.  The wall reaches a height of 3.4 feet and 
is located within the front and left side setback.  Retaining walls under four feet are allowed as of 
right within a setback, however, the special permit places the subject property under site plan review, 
holding the petitioner to the approved plans with little variation allowed.  While minor changes to the 
approved site plan can be deemed consistent, the Commissioner of Inspectional Services is seeking 
input from the Land Use Committee on this item.  

Please find attached the approved site plan under Council Order #317-19 (Attachment A) and the as-
built plan submitted to the City showing the wall (Attachment B).  The petitioner is expected to 
present the proposed modified plans at the upcoming meeting of the Land Use Committee; staff will 
be prepared to discuss them as well.   

 

 

Attachment A: Special permit approved site plan 
Attachment B: As built site plan 
Attachment C: Photos of the retaining wall, August 2022 
 
cc: Inspectional Services Department 
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