
 

 
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons with 
disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the city of 
Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796‐1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617‐796‐1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

 

 

 

Public Safety & Transportation Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 
Wednesday, October 19, 2022 

7:00 p.m. 
 

The Public Safety & Transportation Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual 
meeting on Wednesday, October 19, 2022 at 7:00 pm. To view this meeting using 
Zoom use this link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87202039442 or call 1‐646‐558‐8656 
and use the following Meeting ID: 872 0203 9442 
    
Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 
#467‐22  Appeal of Traffic Council Decision TC46‐22 Exeter Street at Berkeley Street  

THOMAS RILEY, 66 Berkeley Street, West Newton AND COUNCILOR KELLEY appealing 
the approval of Traffic Council petition TC46‐22 on September 15, 2022, requesting to 
add a stop sign at the end of Exeter Street at Berkeley Street.  (Ward 3) 
 

Chair’s Note:  The Public Facilities Committee will join the Public Safety & Transportation Committee 
to discuss the following one (1) item.  
 

Referred to Public Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees 
#78‐22   Discussion on transportation priorities and public works  

PUBLIC FACILITES COMMITTEE, PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE, AND 
COUNCILORS LEARY AND BOWMAN requesting a discussion with the administration and 
school officials on transportation priorities and public works/streets/sidewalks etc.   

 
Referred to Public Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees 

#70‐22  Requesting a discussion regarding Traffic calming progress, plans, and adequacy of 
resources  
COUNCILORS  MALAKIE,  NORTON,  BOWMAN,  DOWNS,  GROSSMAN,  AND  WRIGHT 
requesting  a  discussion  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  the  Planning 
Department  regarding  Traffic  Calming  prioritization,  selection  of  methods, 
effectiveness of completed projects, pending requests, adequacy of current funding and 
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personnel, and timetable for addressing pending and new requests at current resource 
levels.  

    Public Facilities No Action Necessary 7‐0 on 06/08/22  
Public Safety & Transportation Held 7‐0 on 06/08/22 
 

Respectfully submitted,   
 
Andreae Downs, Chair  



#467-22



#467-22



#467-22



  #467‐22 
    Mailed to 5 residents on 09/30/22 

City Council 

2022‐2023  City of Newton 
 
 

 
 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE 
 

 
Dear Resident: 
 
The Public Safety & Transportation Committee will hold  this meeting as a virtual meeting on 
Wednesday,  October  19,  2022  at  7:00  pm.  To  view  this meeting  using  Zoom  use  this  link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87202039442  or  call  1‐646‐558‐8656  and  use  the  following 
Meeting ID: 872 0203 9442 
    

 
#468‐22  Appeal of Traffic Council Decision TC46‐22 Exeter Street at Berkeley Street  

THOMAS  RILEY,  66  Berkeley  Street,  West  Newton  AND  COUNCILOR  KELLEY 
appealing  the  approval  of  Traffic  Council  petition  TC46‐22  on  September  15, 
2022, requesting to add a stop sign at the end of Exeter Street at Berkeley Street.  
(Ward 3) 

 
 
If you are unable to attend this meeting but would like to offer comments in writing for 
consideration, please  forward  your  comments  to  the Office of  the City Council, 1000 
Commonwealth  Avenue,  Newton  Centre,  02459  or  e‐mail  to  Danielle  Delaney  at 
ddelaney@newtonma.gov  by  Wednesday,  October  12,  2022  reflecting  docket  item 
#468‐22.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
Danielle Delaney 
Committee Clerk 
Public Safety & Transportation Committee 
 
 
 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton, MA  02459 
617‐796‐1210  www.newtonma.gov 
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Request to add a stop sign at the end of Exeter Street at Berkeley Street

Traffic Council

54

5409.15.22

Traffic Council55

TC46-22

09.15.22

#467-22



Traffic Council56

TC46-22

09.15.22

Traffic Council57

• There are no warrants that apply
• “T” intersection = implied stop
• Not necessary to install a stop sign
• A stop sign is allowed ~ No reason not to install a stop sign at a T intersection

TC46-22

09.15.22

#467-22



Traffic Council58

Approve new stop sign at Exeter Street, NB, at Berkeley Street

TC46-22

09.15.22

Traffic Council59

By INSERTING into the provisions of SSec. TPR-147. Obedience to isolated stop signs,. the 
following:

Exeter Street at Berkeley Street, northbound.

CAN BE APPEALED
Appeal Deadline is October 5, 2022

TC46-22

09.15.22

#467-22



TC46-22  

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

TRAFFIC & PARKING REGULATION 
 

TPR NO. 839 
 

September 15, 2022 
 
 
In accordance with the vote of the Traffic Council on September 15, 2022: 

The City of Newton Traffic & Parking Regulations, as established in Chapter 19, Section 27 of 
the City of Newton Revised Ordinances, 2017, as amended, be and are hereby further amended 
as follows: 
 
By INSERTING into the provisions of Sec. TPR-147. Obedience to isolated stop signs,. the 
following: 
 

Exeter Street at Berkeley Street, northbound. 
 
 
 
Approved as to legal form and character: 
 
 
(SGD) ALISSA OCASIO GIULIANI                                      (SGD) CAROL MOORE 
City Solicitor                                                                             City Clerk 

#467-22
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Danielle Delaney

From: Danielle Delaney
Sent: Thursday, September 29, 2022 3:45 PM
To: Danielle Delaney
Subject: FW: Stop Sign at Berkeley/Exeter

From: Meryl Kessler  
Sent: Monday, September 26, 2022 9:51 PM 
To: Traffic Council <trafficcouncil@newtonma.gov> 
Cc: City Council <citycouncil@newtonma.gov> 
Subject: Stop Sign at Berkeley/Exeter 
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

To the Newton Traffic Council:  
 
I am writing in support of the Traffic Council’s September 15 decision to place a stop sign at the intersection of 
Berkeley and Exeter Streets in West Newton. 
 
I live just around the corner from the Berkeley/Exeter intersection and frequently walk through that intersection.  The 
intersection lies just at the beginning of a school zone leading to the Peirce Elementary School.  In my experience, cars 
exiting Commonwealth Avenue frequently speed up Exeter Street toward Berkeley and do not come to a full stop at 
the intersection before turning onto Berkeley Street.  Given the volume of pedestrian traffic along Berkeley Street 
(especially school children and their families walking to and from Peirce), a stop sign at that intersection would be a 
reasonable and prudent traffic calming measure. 
 
I am confused and frankly shocked that any of my neighbors would appeal the Traffic Council’s decision to place a 
stop sign at the Berkeley/Exeter intersection.  Concern about “sign clutter” seems completely unfounded.  As the 
attached picture of the intersection from Google maps shows, the intersection currently has no other traffic 
signage.  Therefore, the addition of a single stop sign cannot reasonably be considered to be visual clutter. 
 
I urge the City Council not to rescind the Traffic Council’s decision to place a stop sign at the Berkeley/Exeter 
intersection. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Meryl Kessler 
147 Prince Street 
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Danielle Delaney

From: Danielle Delaney
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2022 9:54 AM
To: Danielle Delaney
Subject: FW: Comments for Docket Item #468-22

From: tamara shepard   
Sent: Monday, October 10, 2022 5:55 PM 
To: Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov> 
Cc: Tamara Shepard   
Subject: Comments for Docket Item #468‐22 
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Hi Danielle.  I'm not sure if I will be able to attend the October 19th hearing regarding the appeal of the Traffic 
Council's decision to place a stop sign at the intersection of Exeter and Berkeley Streets, so I'm sending you this 
e-mail just in case. 
 
I'm not sure why we need another stop sign in the neighborhood.  We've lived at 80 Berkeley Street (at the corner 
of Exeter) since 2014, and I'm not aware of there being any accidents or traffic problems at our corner.  Did 
someone in the neighborhood request a stop sign there?  Is there some particular reason it seems necessary? 
 
If someone has asked to add a stop sign there for some good reason, then I guess I'm not strongly opposed to 
it.  But I would like to understand the purpose for installing new signage.  Are we installing stop signs at *every* 
corner in Newton?  It seems like the City's resources could be better spent, and all else equal, I'd prefer not to 
have a big red sign on the corner. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Tamara Shepard 
80 Berkeley Street 

#467-22
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Danielle Delaney

From: Danielle Delaney
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2022 10:13 AM
To: tamara.shepard@yahoo.com
Subject: RE: Comments for Docket Item #468-22
Attachments: 09-15-22 Report final.pdf

Hi Tamara, 
This is at a T intersection, where Exeter motorists should be stopping anyway.  We recognize that there were no 
accidents on record, and that vehicles should be making a full stop before turning onto Berkeley Street.  
 
The item was docketed for Traffic Council discussion on September 15, 2022, which Traffic Council voted 4‐0‐1 to 
approve the stop sign because we felt that it provides a small safety benefit, especially for school children crossing 
Exeter to get to the Peirce School. 
 
 

TC46-22          DAVID KOSES, TRAFFIC COUNCIL CHAIR, requesting to add a stop sign at the end of Exeter
Street at Berkeley Street. (Ward 3)  [08/23/22 @ 11:12 AM] 

ACTION:       APPROVED 4-0-1 (Downs abstained). Approved the language of TPR 839. This item may
be appealed through the close of business October 5, 2022.  

 
The report and PowerPoint presentation are attached beginning on page 8. 
 
Danielle Delaney 
Senior Committee Clerk 
City Council 
ddelaney@newtonma.gov 
617‐796‐1211 
 

From: tamara.shepard@yahoo.com <tamara.shepard@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Monday, October 10, 2022 5:55 PM 
To: Danielle Delaney <ddelaney@newtonma.gov> 
Cc: Tamara Shepard <tamara.shepard@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Comments for Docket Item #468‐22 
 

[DO NOT OPEN  links/attachments unless you are sure the content is safe. ] 

Hi Danielle.  I'm not sure if I will be able to attend the October 19th hearing regarding the appeal of the Traffic 
Council's decision to place a stop sign at the intersection of Exeter and Berkeley Streets, so I'm sending you this 
e-mail just in case. 
 
I'm not sure why we need another stop sign in the neighborhood.  We've lived at 80 Berkeley Street (at the corner 
of Exeter) since 2014, and I'm not aware of there being any accidents or traffic problems at our corner.  Did 
someone in the neighborhood request a stop sign there?  Is there some particular reason it seems necessary? 
 
If someone has asked to add a stop sign there for some good reason, then I guess I'm not strongly opposed to 
it.  But I would like to understand the purpose for installing new signage.  Are we installing stop signs at *every* 
corner in Newton?  It seems like the City's resources could be better spent, and all else equal, I'd prefer not to 
have a big red sign on the corner. 
 

#467-22




