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determines that owing to conditions especially affecting a particular lot, but not affecting the area generally, 
compliance with the provisions of this ordinance would involve substantial hardship, financial or otherwise, to the 
individual requesting the exception, and the desired relief may be granted without substantially nullifying or 
substantially derogating from the intent and purposes of this ordinance or the public good.

(i) Nothing in this ordinance shall relieve any person erecting a fence from compliance with any other 
applicable statute, ordinance or regulation, including but not limited to, the State Building Code, (780 CMR), G.L. 
c. 49, and Chapter 30 of the Revised Zoning Ordinances, as amended.

(j) Penalty: Whoever violates any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than fifty ($50) dollars for each day during which the violation continues.  Where non-criminal disposition of 
specified sections of this ordinance by civil fine has been provided for in sections 17-22 and 17-23 of the Revised 
Ordinances, as amended, pursuant to the authority granted by G.L. c. 40, sec. 21D, said violation may be enforced 
in the manner provided in such statute.  The civil penalty for each such violation is set out in section 17-21(c).

(k) Enforcement:  The Commissioner of Inspectional Services shall enforce all provisions of the ordinance, 
including instituting all necessary administrative or legal action to assure compliance therewith.  Any person 
found to be in violation of the ordinance shall receive a written warning and a minimum of thirty (30) days to 
remediate all violations thereof prior to the institution of any enforcement action by the Commissioner. (Ord. No. 
X-93, 06-21-04; Rev. Ord. 2007, § 20-40)

Secs. 5-31—5-34. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV.
DESIGNER SELECTION COMMITTEE

Sec. 5-35. Established; purpose.

A designer selection committee is hereby established to make recommendations to the mayor whenever an 
architect is to be engaged by the city for any purpose involving construction, alteration, repair or maintenance of a 
public building, and the mayor shall consult with this committee and shall select said architect from these 
recommendations. At least three (3) recommendations shall be offered and the mayor may request three (3) 
additional recommendations. The designer selection committee shall also oversee the selection process for design 
services contracts subject to the provisions of section 38K of chapter 7 of the General Laws. The designer 
selection committee shall not oversee the selection process for design services contracts in any instance where an 
alternative procurement process inconsistent with this section is prescribed by state or federal laws or regulations. 

The public buildings commissioner may consult with the designer selection committee regarding procurement 
of any design services contract not otherwise required to be overseen by the committee pursuant to the provisions 
of this section. (Rev. Ords. 1973, §2-346; Ord. No. Z-109, 05-07-12)

Cross references—Commissions and committees generally, Ch. 2, Art. VII; regulations governing appointment to and service on 
commissions and committees, § 2-8

Sec. 5-36. Composition, appointment and compensation of members.

When the public facility to be constructed is not under the jurisdiction of the school committee, the designer 
selection committee shall consist of six (6) members, three (3) of whom shall be appointed by the mayor, and three 
(3) of whom shall be selected by the city council. For school facilities, three (3) additional members shall be selected 
by the school committee. All of the persons serving on this committee shall serve without compensation and shall be 
residents of the city. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 2-347)
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Sec. 5-37. Terms of members, vacancies, procedures.

Members of the designer selection committee shall serve coterminous with the terms of their respective appointing 
authority. Vacancies in the committee shall be filled by appointment in the same manner by the designated 
appointing authority as the original appointments for the period of the unexpired term. The committee shall elect a 
chairman annually and establish rules and procedures. Committee members shall serve at the pleasure of their 
respective appointing authority. The public buildings department shall provide such assistance to the committee as is 
necessary for the exercise of the committee’s responsibilities. Records of the committee shall be public documents. 
The committee shall make reports no less than annually to the respective appointing authorities. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 
2-348; Ord. No. 190, 12-20-76; Ord. No. 317, 2-20-79; Ord. No. S-301, 2-1-88)

Secs. 5-38—5-53. Reserved.

ARTICLE V. 
DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE

Sec. 5-54. Established.

(a) A design review committee is hereby established to coordinate the design review process for any public facility 
which has been submitted to the committee by the mayor, city council or any other public agency or committee 
within the city.

(b) The design review committee shall examine the specifications prepared by the using agency and shall 
consult with the planning, public buildings and other city departments, or if appropriate, may request the public 
buildings commissioner to hire outside consultants to assist the design review committee in studying the 
feasibility of the proposed facility and shall consider to the extent the committee deems appropriate a range of 
solutions such as renewal, renovation or replacement within realistic budgetary limits and shall make a 
recommendation.  The design review committee's study of the feasibility of the proposed facility shall include a 
review of indoor environmental health issues.  The design review committee may make recommendations for 
specific program requirements for the proposed facility to address indoor environmental health issues. The design 
review committee shall include in its feasibility study a review of the proposed facility’s use of natural resources 
and energy.  The design review committee may make recommendations as to site planning, building design, or 
construction that contribute significantly to the proposed facility’s efficient use and conservation of natural 
resources and energy. Whenever an architect is proposed to be engaged by the city in any design or consulting 
capacity, the design review committee shall review the contract between the city and the architect prior to its 
execution to assure that the scope of the work, as described in said contract, complies with the program 
requirements for the proposed public facility.

(c) The design review committee shall review the architect's solution for compliance with the program and time 
schedule requirements and shall evaluate the quality, appropriateness and functional attributes of the architect's 
solution. The committee shall have periodic meetings with the architect and hold periodic presentations and reviews 
and shall make reports as the project moves through the various stages of design to contract development. Prior to 
the issuance of bid documents, design review recommendations to the architect shall be made by the design review 
committee in writing to the commissioner of public buildings for his approval and issued from his office. The 
commissioner of public buildings shall not permit the construction contract to be advertised for public bid until the 
design review committee certifies in writing that the plans and specifications substantially meet the program 
requirements of the project.

(d) During the construction of the public facility, the commissioner of public buildings shall consult with the 
design review committee concerning any changes in the plans or specifications that may affect the design or 
program of the facility and the committee shall act promptly on all matters before it. (Rev. Ords. 1973, § 2-361; Ord. 


