
City of Newton 
Planning and 
Development
Petition #60-23
Special Permit/Site Plan Approval to raze the 
existing dwelling and construct a two-family 
dwelling that will alter and extend a 
nonconforming front setback, further reduce 
and extend a nonconforming rear setback, allow 
reduced parking stall depth and allow parking 
within five feet of a street

March 7, 2023

43 River Avenue



Zoning Relief 



Zoning Relief 

+ existing nonconforming 16.5 foot front setback increased  to 16.8 feet, less than required 25 feet 

+ existing nonconforming 8.5 foot rear setback reduced and extended to 8.4 feet, less than 
required 15 feet

+ driveways approximately 17 feet in length (and 18.5 feet in width), less than the  required 19 feet, 
also, stalls not at least five feet from the street



Criteria to Consider
When reviewing this request, the Council should consider:

• the proposed changes to the existing nonconforming front 
and rear setbacks would be substantially more detrimental 
than the existing nonconformities to the neighborhood 
(§7.8.2.C.2)

• literal compliance with certain parking requirements related to 
parking stall length and proximity to the street is impracticable 
due to the nature of the use, or the location, size, width, depth, 
shape, or grade of the lot, or that such exceptions would be in 
the public interest, or in the interest of safety, or protection of 
environmental features (§5.1.13)



Aerial Map



Site Plan- Existing



Site Plan- Proposed



Site Plan- Proposed (Detail)



Proposed Elevations- Front & East



Proposed Elevations- Rear & West



Plans- Landscaping



Photos



Photos



Photos



Photos



Findings

1. the proposed changes to the existing nonconforming front 
and rear setbacks would not be substantially more 
detrimental than the existing nonconformities to the 
neighborhood (§7.8.2.C.2)

2. literal compliance with certain parking requirements related 
to parking stall length and proximity to the street is 
impracticable due to the nature of the use, the location, 
size, width, depth, shape, or grade of the lot, and such 
exceptions would be in the public interest for the protection 
of environmental features (§5.1.13)



Conditions

+ Plan Referencing Condition

+ Pest control

+ Construction Management Plan (CMP)

+ Operations & Management Plan (O&M)

+ Standard Building Permit Condition

+ Standard Final Inspection/Certificate of Occupancy Condition
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